
Master Program in International Migration and Refugee Studies (version 15 June 2020) 

The program aims at producing theoretical and practical knowledge about issues in international 

migration and refugee studies, and its impact in the Palestinian, regional and international arena. 

Courses offered in this program will cover specialized topics in International Migration and Refugee 

studies intended to provide knowledge relevant to these phenomena, the program aims at developing 

research skills of the admitted students and to motivate them to publish in refereed publications. 

The program will work to complement other relevant programs at the university by offering cross-listed 

courses, leading to building the capabilities of students in order to influence migration policies. 

 

Requirements for admission 

1. Completion of the Bachelor’s degree from a recognized university with the appraisal “good” at 

the very least; 

2. Personal interview or writing sample by the applicant if the program committee so decides; 

3. The program reserves the right to require the prior completion of compensatory courses by 

specific admitted students, in keeping with the academic bylaws governing graduate studies. 

4. Accepted applicants are expected to sit for an English language test whose result will determine 

whether the applicant needs to take a remedial course of 3 credit hours in the English language. 

The remedial course must be taken before the third semester of enrolment in the Program, in 

accordance with the rules and regulations of the School of Graduate Studies at Birzeit University 

5. Fulfilling the admission requirements according to the Academic Regulations for the Master’s 

Degree. 

 

 

I. The completion of at least 36 credit hours distributed as follows: 

1. First group: Courses required of all students: 21 credit hours distributed as 

follows: 

Course No. Course Title Prerequisite(s) 

IMRS6310 Introduction to Asylum and International Migration 

Studies 

 

IMRS6320 The Politics of Migration and Asylum IMRS6310 

IMRS6330 Legal Issues in Asylum and International Migration  

SOCI634  

or  

Methods of Qualitative Research  



INST6311 Research Methods  

IMRS6340 Political and Economic Dimensions of Migration  

IMRS7310 Palestinian Refugees 

 

 

SOCI7321 International Migration, Asylum, and Diaspora  

 

2. Second group: Elective courses 9 credit hours as follows: 

Students are allowed to complete 6 hours offered by other relevant programs at the university. 

Course No. Course Title Prerequisite(s) 

IMRS6350 Demography of Refugees: Comparative Perspective  

IMRS6360 Reparation for Injuries Resulting from Forced Migration  

IMRS7300 Psychological, Social, and Existential Dimensions of 

Refugee Life 

 

IMRS7320 Networking and Refugee Identity  

IMRS7330 International Organizations for Asylum and Migration  

IMRS7340 Migration and Asylum in the Middle East  

IMRS7350 Migration and Development  

IMRS7360 Migration and Identity  

IMRS7370 Migration and Health  

IMRS7380 Migration and Gender  

 

3. Completion of 6 hours in track A (thesis) or track B (two research seminars) 

The program committee decides on acceptance based on applicants’ academic qualifications and the 

capacity of each track to accommodate new students. A student may change from one track to another 

based on the academic bylaws governing graduate studies.  

 

  

 Course No. Course Title Prerequisite(s) Credit Hours 

Track A IMRS8600 Thesis Complete no less than 

15 credit hours from the 

6 Credit hours 



program including 

IMRS6310, IMRS6320, 

and either SOCI634 or 

INST6311 

Track B IMRS8300 Seminar 1 Complete no less than 

15 credit hours from the 

program including 

IMRS6310, IMRS6320, 

and either SOCI634 or 

INST6311 . 

3 Credit hours 

IMRS8310 Seminar 2 Complete no less than 

15 credit hours from the 

program including 

IMRS6310, IMRS6320, 

and either SOCI634 or 

INST6311 . 

3 Credit hours 

 



Courses Description (IMRS) 

IMRS6310 Introduction to Asylum and International Migration Studies 

The main theories used in the studies of migration and asylum and their applications, international 

organizations working in the field and their role in the formulation and development of the international 

refugee system, development and economic issues such as brain drain and its impact on the countries of 

origin and host countries, international refugee conventions, the structure and evolution of the 

International refugee system, immigration and asylum policies, legal and social issues on migration and 

asylum. 

IMRS6320 The Politics of Migration and Asylum 

Looking at the role of power, economic interests and social motivations influencing voluntary and forced 

migration and how these aspects factor in developing asylum policies, historical and political contexts of 

the emergence and evolution of the international refugee system and related international policies; 

overlap and conflict between state policies and policies of international refugee organizations; the 

extent to which the  international organizations are independent in their policies towards refugees, and 

the impact of states on the policies of those organizations; policies of marginalization and exclusion in 

some countries towards refugees. 

Prerequisite: IMRS6310 

IMRS6330  Legal Issues in Asylum and International Migration  

Legal examination of human rights in accordance with the International Bill of Human Rights and the 

most significant international conventions, introducing protection mechanisms at the international and 

local levels, and the oversight committees responsible for ensuring respect of human rights as 

internationally protected, focusing on the legal regulation of Asylum and international migration and the 

obligations of the host state and the corresponding rights to refugees, based on the norms of public 

international law and international human rights law, as well as related international conventions, the 

course will discuss refugees individual rights, including economic, social and political, and collective 

rights related to settlement and return. 

SOCI634  Methods of Qualitative Research  

Basic issues in research design and the analysis of qualitative data. Methodological problems in the 

various stages of research from the definition of the research problem to the presentation of findings. 

Participant observation, content analysis, the case study, interviewing, discourse analysis, archival 

research, focus groups, and methods of rapid appraisal (PRA). 

INST6311  Research Methods 

Introduction to research methodology and varied research methods in the social sciences. Description of 

the methodological approaches employed in preparing research and Master theses. How to choose a 

subject, the research problem and its various parts, defining the hypothesis, methodological approaches 

in the fields of quantitative and qualitative research, comparison between methods. The elements of 

research production: structure, table of contents, research language, dealing with a variety of sources, 

written, spoken and visual, documentation, and academic ethics. 



IMRS6340  Political and Economic Dimensions of Migration 

The financial remittances of migrant workers and their economic role in the countries of origin, the 

impact of migrant labor forces on the economy of host countries, states' policies towards such migrant 

workers. Focusing on the Palestinian historical context in terms of the role of refugees and Palestinian 

migrants around the world in contributing to the building of formal and informal economic patterns in 

the host countries and the political impact for this, which was manifested in the emergence of a 

Palestinian national refugee movement. 

IMRS7310  Palestinian Refugees 

The historical origins of the Palestinian refugee issue and its development in both human and political 

terms, as well as examining the different positions on the issue, by extrapolating the positions of the 

conflicting parties and the interaction of the local, regional and international community by highlighting 

the role of the United Nations in the issue of the Palestinian refugees. 

SOCI7321  International Migration, Asylum, and Diaspora 

An examination of patterns of international migration (voluntary and forced) and how they affect the 

development process in both the “sending, and the “receiving” countries. An exploration of different 

national and international policies towards international migration, and the ideological and political 

debate in “receiving countries.” A study of cases of immigration and asylum in different countries 

including the Palestinian refugees- inside and outside Palestine- which receives some more attention.  

IMRS6350  Demography of Refugees: Comparative Perspective 

Examination of the demography of refugees through case studies, in a comparative perspective, with 

emphasis on generational shifts in refugee status in various fields and the primary indicators of those 

shifts; Study of the Palestinian refugee experience with reference to the existing literature on 

Palestinian demography. 

IMRS6360  Reparation for Injuries Resulting from Forced Migration 

Exploration of elements of internationally wrongful acts against refugees from the standpoint of 

international law; Consequences of injuries caused by forced migration, particularly those sustained by 

Palestinians; special emphasis on full reparation for injuries of refugees in the form of restitution (e.g. 

the Palestinian right of return); compensation and satisfaction from the standpoint of customary and 

conventional international law. 

IMRS7300  Psychological, Social, and Existential Dimensions of Refugee Life 

Study of the psychological, social, and existential crisis of refugees and their suffering with reference to 

crisis management literature, examining refugees needs  and the corresponding treatment by 

international standards ;The role of international organizations, e.g. UNHCR, UNRWA, and IMO, in 

providing basic needs of refugees and ameliorating their living conditions. 

IMRS7320  Networking and Refugee Identity 

The maintenance of refugee identity through various means of networking in view of the increasing 

number of refugees worldwide, accompanied by globalization and the development of communication 



technologies such as the internet; The phenomenon of diaspora, methods of maintaining ties with the 

country of origin; the strength of these ties across generations; and the role of diaspora communities in 

assisting refugees. 

IMRS7330  International Organizations for Asylum and Migration 

Examining humanitarian action  and the evolution of  humanitarian agencies working in the field of 

Asylum and international migration, reviewing the legal and practical aspects of their operations and the 

policies guiding their interventions for securing the implementation of the right of asylum and the 

provision of services to refugees; Focusing on the work of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East (UNRWA). 

IMRS7340 Migration and Asylum in the Middle East 

A historical overview of migration issues to and from the Middle East during the 20th century, the 

situation of Palestinian, Iraqi and Syrian refugees and their role in the political and demographic 

redrawing of the region; political transformations in the region and their role in creating new refugee 

situations; the countries of the Levant and their role In the global refugee movement; the 

transformation of countries in that region from host to producing countries of refugees, with a focus on 

the Syrian situation. 

IMRS7350 Migration and Development 

The controversial relationship between development and migration, migrant labor and its impact on 

economic development or economic decline in host countries and countries of origin; development and 

its role in population displacement and the creation of refugee victims; social transformations resulting 

from migration and its impact on development, asylum issues and their place in development plans in 

developing countries.   

IMRS7360 Migration and Identity 

The impact of migration and forced displacement on the identity of communities and states, the 

formation of  identities of the different generations of migrants and refugees and their interactions with 

the host communities, international organizations and their role in the re-formation of refugees' 

identity, marriage between migrants and non-migrants and their roles in the production of new 

identities; individual and collective strategies used by migrants and refugees to overcome the identity 

crisis in the host country. 

 

IMRS7370  Migration and Health 

Impact of migration of workers in health sectors on such sectors and  the health status in the country of 

origin, access of migrants to health services and its social and economic repercussions on host societies, 

international organizations and their role in providing health services to migrants and impacting 

international policies concerning  the health of migrants and refugees; the deteriorating health situation 

in some countries of the South, its role in the design of asylum and migration policies, the epidemics 

resulting from migration and its impact on international migration policies. 



IMRS7380 Migration and Gender 

Repercussions of migration and asylum issues on women and their implications on the economic and 

social participation of women; the empowerment of female refugees and migrants in host states and 

their impact on the improvement of their living conditions; social patterns resulting from the migration 

of youth (males) from rural to urban areas or abroad; the transformations created by these migrations in 

the traditional roles of women; the impact of forced migration and asylum on the traditional social roles 

of women and men in the society of origin and in the host society. 

IMRS8600  Thesis 

Completion of research in chosen subject in accordance with approved Thesis instructions. 

Prerequisites: Complete no less than 15 credit hours from the program including IMRS631, IMRS6320, 

and either SOCI634 or INST6311. 

IMRS8300  Seminar 1 

An advanced research in the field of international migration. The course includes presentation and 

discussion of principles of academic honesty and research ethics. It also involves reading, analysis and 

discussion of research published in refereed journals. In consultation with the instructor, each student 

will choose a research topic. The research project must utilize an adequate number of references to be 

studied and analyzed. Students will present their research before class and course committee, and are 

expected to revise their research paper in light of instructor feedback and class discussion. 

Prerequisites: Complete no less than 15 credit hours from the program including IMRS6310, IMRS6320, 

and either SOCI634 or INST6311. 

 

IMRS8310  Seminar 2 

An advanced research in the field of forced migration. The course includes presentation and discussion 

of principles of academic honesty and research ethics. It also involves reading, analysis and discussion of 

research published in refereed journals. In consultation with the instructor, each student will choose a 

research topic. The research project must utilize an adequate number of references to be studied and 

analyzed. Students will present their research before class and course committee, and are expected to 

revise their research paper in light of instructor feedback and class discussion. 

Prerequisites: Complete no less than 15 credit hours from the program including IMRS631, IMRS6320, 

and either SOCI634 or INST6311.   

 


