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The Commission recommends that the General Assembly: 

Urgently request an advisory opinion from the International 

Court of Justice on the legal consequences of the continued 

refusal on the part of Israel to end its occupation of the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, amounting to de 

facto annexation, of policies employed to achieve this, and of the 

refusal on the part of Israel to respect the right of the Palestinian 

people to self-determination, and on the obligations of third 

States and the United Nations to ensure respect for international 

law.

The Special Rapporteur recommends that all States: 

Condemn the intentional violations by Israel of the Palestinian 

right to self-determination, including through settler-colonial 

practices. 

This requires that States demand an immediate end to the illegal 

Israeli occupation, return of all land and resources from which the 

Palestinian people have been displaced and dispossessed while 

refraining from making withdrawal subject to negotiation between 

Israel and Palestine. 
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GOOD FAITH?
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The Court having found that the decolonization of Mauritius was not conducted in a manner consistent with the right of peoples to self-

determination, it follows that the United Kingdom’s continued administration of the Chagos Archipelago constitutes a wrongful act

entailing the international responsibility of that State. It is an unlawful act of a continuing character which arose as a result of the separation

of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius.

Accordingly, the United Kingdom is under an obligation to bring an end to its administration of the Chagos Archipelago as rapidly as

possible, thereby enabling Mauritius to complete the decolonization of its territory in a manner consistent with the right of peoples to

self-determination.

The modalities necessary for ensuring the completion of the decolonization of Mauritius fall within the remit of the United Nations General

Assembly, in the exercise of its functions relating to decolonization. As the Court has stated in the past, it is not for it to “determine what steps

the General Assembly may wish to take after receiving the Court’s opinion or what effect that opinion may have in relation to those steps.”

Since respect for the right to self-determination is an obligation erga omnes, all States have a legal interest in protecting that right. The

Court considers that, while it is for the General Assembly to pronounce on the modalities required to ensure the completion of the

decolonization of Mauritius, all Member States must co-operate with the United Nations to put those modalities into effect.
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